


As the global order shifts toward multipolarity, BRICS is 

evolving into a platform where Global Majority countries 

can pursue greater strategic autonomy, not just from 

the West, but also from China, one of BRICS' founding 

members. New financial systems, expanded memberships 

and regional alliances are redefining how Global Majority 

countries engage with superpowers – and each other.
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Introduction

The global order is undergoing a disruptive and profound transformation. Dominated by United States-led 

unipolarity since the end of the Cold War, and then increasingly functioning as a bipolar contest between the 

U.S. and China, the world is now entering a period of multipolar configuration. This shift is not driven primarily by 

superpower rivalry but by the growing weight of emerging powers across Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle 

East. Many of these countries seek to assert greater economic, financial and political independence from both 

Washington and Beijing. Often referred to as the Global South, these countries constitute the vast majority of the 

world both in terms of land and population, hence the more accurate term: Global Majority. 

Rather than backing one or the other superpower, many emerging nations are increasingly committed to 

maintaining flexible, pragmatic relationships with multiple poles of power, rejecting traditional East-West binaries 

in favor of a more diversified global strategy. A concrete manifestation of this transformation is the expanding 

influence of the BRICS bloc and its newer BRICS+ formation. The grouping includes Global Majority countries as 

well as the China and Russia. BRICS+ is driving experimentation with alternative financial instruments, new regional 

institutions and shifts in diplomatic alignments. As GIS founder Prince Michael of Liechtenstein argues: “It is time for 

Western policymakers to recognize the new global reality. They must understand that their strategies and values 

may not be universally accepted.”

BRICS expansion

Source: GIS
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