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Central American and Caribbean countries have long
struggled under the weight of crime and corruption. As a
consequence, they now face a more overtly interventionist

posture from the United States.
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Introduction

For decades, Central American and Caribbean countries have been plagued by democratic backsliding, corruption,
gang activity, drug trafficking and violence. These problems grow out of structural obstacles as well as poor public
policy, a tolerance for corruption and a lack of political commitment to practical solutions for institutional capacity-
building. Seeking economic opportunities and an escape from oppressive conditions, significant numbers of Central

Americans continue to emigrate.

U.S. intervention to prevent the spread of socialist dictatorship in the region has a long history (see the cases of
Guatemala 1954, Grenada 1983 and Panama in 1989). Nonetheless, President Donald Trump's ouster of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro in January 2026 marks a substantial escalation. The incident will have significant

consequences for security, trade, energy, diplomacy and cooperation in Central America and the Caribbean.
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