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The Horn of Africa’s immense strategic importance is often
forgotten, but the region’s conflicts have wide-ranging

geopolitical implications.
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Introduction

The Western media often overlooks developments in Africa, a tendency that has become even more pronounced
amid the intense focus on Ukraine, Gaza and Iran. As global attention has been absorbed by these high-profile
conflicts, parallel crises and geopolitical shifts elsewhere have received far less scrutiny. Yet the Horn of Africa, in

particular, has been undergoing significant political and security developments with far-reaching implications.

Given the region’s highly strategic position along the Red Sea — one of the world’s most critical maritime corridors
— instability there directly affects global trade flows, energy shipments and broader geopolitical relations. These
dynamics not only shape regional balances of power but also influence the strategic calculations of major external

actors, from Gulf states to global heavyweights seeking to secure access to vital shipping routes.
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