


The Horn of Africa’s immense strategic importance is often 

forgotten, but the region’s conflicts have wide-ranging 

geopolitical implications.
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Introduction

The Western media often overlooks developments in Africa, a tendency that has become even more pronounced 

amid the intense focus on Ukraine, Gaza and Iran. As global attention has been absorbed by these high-profile 

conflicts, parallel crises and geopolitical shifts elsewhere have received far less scrutiny. Yet the Horn of Africa, in 

particular, has been undergoing significant political and security developments with far-reaching implications. 

Given the region’s highly strategic position along the Red Sea – one of the world’s most critical maritime corridors 

– instability there directly affects global trade flows, energy shipments and broader geopolitical relations. These 

dynamics not only shape regional balances of power but also influence the strategic calculations of major external 

actors, from Gulf states to global heavyweights seeking to secure access to vital shipping routes.

Greater Horn
of Africa

Eritrea-Ethiopia war
A border war entrenches hostility and 
militarization between Eritrea and Ethiopia.

1998-2000

Ethiopian Revolution
A group of army officials form the Marxist Derg 
and seize power in Ethiopia, aligning with the 
Soviet Union and triggering insurgencies.

1974

Eritrean independence
Eritrea gains independence from Ethiopia, leaving 

Ethiopia landlocked and fundamentally altering 
regional strategic and economic relations.

1993

Somaliland independence
Somaliland declared independence from 

Somalia on May 18, 1991, following a brutal civil 
war and the collapse of the Siad Barre regime.

1991

Tigray War begins
War erupts between Ethiopia’s federal 

government and Tigray regional forces, drawing 
in Eritrea and destabilizing northern Ethiopia.

2020

Ethiopian intervention in Somalia
Ethiopia intervenes militarily in Somalia against 
Islamist forces, beginning a prolonged regional 

effort to stabilize the country and counter 
emerging jihadist groups like al-Shabaab.

2006

South Sudan independence
Sudan loses most of its oil reserves after South 
Sudan’s independence, severely weakening 
Khartoum’s economic and political stability.

2011

Sudan civil war
Conflict between rival military factions 
triggers state collapse and intensifies proxy 
competition across the region.

2023

Ogaden War
Somalia’s invasion of Ethiopia fails after Soviet and 

Cuban intervention, weakening Somalia and 
cementing Ethiopia’s strategic importance.

1977-1978

Collapse of Somalia and Ethiopian regime
Somalia descends into statelessness while 
Ethiopia’s Derg collapses, marking a major 
geopolitical reset across the Horn.

1991

GIS Dossier  |  The Horn of Africa 4



visit our website

www.gisreportsonline.com


